
 

 
 

Regular Council Meeting 
 

To: Mayor and Council  

Date: June 15, 2020 

From: Karen Ellis, Planning Department  

Report Number: Department 2020-14  

Subject: Policy for Municipal Lands Tree Replacement  

 

Recommendations: 
 

1. That the Tree Replacement Policy adopted by motion CW/15/09/08/08 be 
repealed; 
 

2. That the Trees on Township Road Allowances policy adopted by motion 
CW/21/11/05/13 be repealed; 

 
3. That Council adopt the Policy for Municipal Lands Tree Replacement attached 

hereto (Attachment No. 2); 
 

4. That Township Staff and Council continue to educate the public and landowners 
on the Township’s Policy for Municipal Lands Tree Replacement, the Tree 
Canopy and Natural Vegetation Policy, and the Woodlot, Tree Preservation, 
Replacement and Enhancement Policies in the Township of Cavan Monaghan 
Official Plan; and 
 

5. That Council provide direction to Staff with respect to the preferred long-term 
approach to tree preservation and enhancement on private lands within the 
Township of Cavan Monaghan. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
                      
Overview: 
 
On February 18, 2020, a Report was presented to Council regarding the adoption of a 
new Tree Replacement Policy.  The Report is provided for reference as Appendix A at 
the end of this Report.   
 
At the February 18, 2020 meeting, Council passed the following motion: 
 

“R/18/02/20/06  
 
Moved by: Huntley  
Seconded by: Graham  
 



 
That Council direct Staff to strengthen the language in the Municipal Lands Tree 
Replacement Policy attached by providing timelines and conformity with Townships 
existing policies and that it be brought back to Council for approval.  
 
Carried.” 
 
As per Council’s motion, the draft policy has been amended to: 

 include a statement on the value of trees; 

 include a link to the Township’s Tree Canopy and Natural Vegetation Policy and 
the Township of Cavan Monaghan Official Plan; 

 recognize that saving a tree through proper pruning and maintenance is the first 
consideration vs. tree removal; 

 require the preparation of a tree inventory for municipal lands in settlement areas 
within two (2) years of the adoption of the Policy; 

 promote the replacement of trees prior to tree removal; 

 require the planting of a tree in a suitable location on Municipal property within 
one (1) year of the tree removal if replacement has not already occurred; and 

 require the planting of native, non-exotic and non-invasive species that are zone 
tolerant and protected by a tree maintenance program.  Road salt tolerant 
species may be considered in certain locations in consultation with a professional 
arborist. 

 
A copy of the revised draft policy is provided as Attachment No. 1 to this Report. 
 
Financial Impact: 
 
None at this time. The Public Works Department Operating Budget carries a line item 
for tree replacement.  Budget will be needed in 2021 for the preparation of a municipal 
lands tree inventory and the required replacement trees and associated maintenance 
programs. 
   
Attachments: 
 
Attachment No. 1: Draft Policy for Municipal Lands Tree Replacement 
 
Appendix A:  Report Planning 2020-03 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by,     Reviewed by,  
 
 
 
Karen Ellis, B.A.A.      Yvette Hurley 
Director of Planning      Chief Administrative Officer  
             
    



     
 
 
Attachment No. 1: Draft Policy for Municipal Lands Tree Replacement 
 
 
 

 
Policy for Municipal Lands Tree Replacement 

Policy Title: Tree Replacement Policy Number  

Effective Date:  Revision Number:  
Replaces: 

New Policy 

Prepared By: Planning Department Approved By:  

 

 

Policy for Municipal Lands Tree Replacement 

 
Policy Statement  
 
This policy describes how the Township of Cavan Monaghan will protect and enhance 
the tree canopy on municipal lands within the Township.  This policy should be read and 
implemented in conjunction with policy 2019-02 the Township of Cavan Monaghan Tree 
Canopy and Natural Vegetation Policy and the Township of Cavan Monaghan Official 
Plan. 
 
Legislative Authority 
 
N/A 
 
Purpose or Procedure  
 
Healthy trees help reduce air and noise pollution; assist with production and 
conservation of energy; filter water; stabilize soils; help prevent wind erosion; provide 
habitat and food for wildlife such as birds; supply oxygen in the air; help absorb carbon 
dioxide; improve human health by providing shade and add beauty to the community. 
Mature trees can also provide an important stormwater management function by 
reducing infrastructure degradation.  
 
The preservation and protection of trees shall be an important consideration in all 
municipal operations.  Saving a tree through proper pruning and maintenance shall be 
the first consideration vs. tree removal.  
 
 
 



 
 
A municipal tree inventory and management policy for settlement areas and public 
parks shall be completed within two (2) years of the adoption of this Policy.  The 
inventory and management policy shall be prepared with the support and in consultation 
with a professional arborist.  
 
Using the tree inventory and management policy, the Township will strive to plant 
replacement trees prior to tree removal wherever and whenever appropriate and 
possible. All tree removal projects shall contain a tree replacement component which 
requires the planting of a tree in a suitable location on Municipal property within one (1) 
year of the tree removal. 
 
The replacement ratio shall be one to one at a minimum.  
  
As per Tree Canopy and Natural Vegetation Policy 2019-02, replacement trees shall be 
native, non-exotic and non-invasive species, be zone tolerant and shall be protected by 
a tree maintenance program.  Notwithstanding this requirement, road salt resistant tree 
varieties may be required in certain locations.  Salt resistant tree species for these 
locations will be determined in consultation with a professional arborist. 
 
Replacement trees shall be located so that such replacement does not interfere with 
any public utility appurtenances, such as overhead/underground utility lines, and /or 
polies, traffic control devices, or intersection sight lines, nor impede the growth of 
abutting trees already established.  If the Director of Public Works or designate confirms 
that the replacement location is deemed unsuitable per the above, an alternate location 
shall be identified prior to replacement. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Appendix A:  Report Planning 2020-03 
 
 



 
 



 



 

 



 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 
 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 


